
The African American Cultural & Historical Museum of Washtenaw County

Community Collaborations  •  Exhibits and Displays  •  Events and Programs

TiMeline: 1993-2014

David Thomas operated a barbershop on Main Street 
in 1925 serving customers of all races.

Mary Henrietta Graham, born in 1858 
in Ann Arbor, was the first Black woman 
admitted to the UM and the first Black 

person to graduate in 1880.

Asher Aray was a man of mixed-race 
descent who owned a farm in Pittsfield 

Township and was active in the 
Underground Railroad.
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Securing a permanent

Home to preserve the past, 

Enrich the present and 

Sustain the future.

1528
P o n t i a c   t r a i l
M u s e u M   i n i T i A T i v e

there is a wealth of information about the African/American experience in Washtenaw county 
and special attention needs to be given to past and present day aspects of African/American life 
and lore in southeastern michigan by collecting, documenting, and sharing with the community 
at large the ongoing contributions of this population to the development of Washtenaw county. 
for example, historical research shows that initial settlers and future generations created pockets 
of abolitionism and safety for freedom seekers in Washtenaw county. “the underground railroad 
is a subject worthy of fresh examination and reevaluation as our nation struggles to understand 
the complexities of its heritage.”

the AAcHm is dedicated to the collection and preservation of Black history in Washtenaw county. 
our goal is to be the community resource and repository for the documents, artifacts and other 
items of historical importance from the African/American community. our vision is to share these 
stories (that might not otherwise be told) of local families, businesses, churches, or organizations 
with the larger public at the 1528 Pontiac trail museum site.

in 2006, we were given an opportunity for a permanent home. the location is 1528 Pontiac trail 
(this is the Polhemus House which was moved from 411 east Washington street where it was built 
in 1848). We are in a partnership with tHe mosAic founDAtion (of r. & P. Heydon), and richard 
mitchell of mitchell and mouat who served as architect for the project. mitchell and mouat prepared 
the necessary petition materials and presented its plan to the city council so as to change 1528 
Pontiac trail zoning from a single-family Dwelling District to PuD (Planned unit Development 
District). this was approved by city council on october 6,2008.

once we were given this opportunity to have a permanent home, we begin asking individuals, 
organizations, businesses or faith-based institutions to be legacy leaders by making a gift of $ 
1,000 (or more) to secure 1528 Pontiac trail as a permanent home for the AAcHm. All legacy lead-
ers will be recognized on our Donor Wall and have an archival box with their own family’s history 
at the museum.
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Why is it important to document and preserve 
local African American history?

Because preserving the historic and cultural heritage of a community, 
reinforces a sense of place, purpose, identity and continuity.

the presence of African Americans in Washtenaw county history has often been limited, scattered and sometimes 
altogether absent. it is up to the people who have and know the history – and the people who collect it – to do what 
we can to preserve, document and connect our communities. As we work to open a permanent home at 1528 Pontiac 
trail in Ann Arbor it becomes ever more apparent of how important this museum is, the needs it will meet and the 
purpose it serves.

Whether it’s your mom’s wedding dress, childhod class-
room memorabilia, books, documents, photos or Papa 
John easly’s Barber chair... the AAcHm’s goal is to docu-
ment it and preserve a digital record for future generations. 
this database will be  the most comprehensive digital col-
lection of African American historical and family artifacts 
and the owners. 

PHOTOS: Top-“Papa John” Easley at work in his barbershop on Ann Street,Ann Arbor 1947  (Source: Mel Chatman, ellisfamilystory.com)
Bottom-Adams School 1907  (Source: Ypsilanti Historical Society via southadamstreet1900.wordpress.com)
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2013 Programs • collaborations • exhibits

the AAcHm is conducting an Historical objects inventory to locate and 
identify historical materials written, owned, generated by,or related to Afri-
can Americans in Washtenaw county, living or deceased, from the 1700s to 
the present. the project goal is to identify, document and archive the physi-
cal items and oral histories that tell the story of our presence in Washtenaw 
county. one of the results will be detailed inventory report of these historical 
artifacts that will be available for study, research and keeping a community 
memory.

the community is invited to contribute photos, documents, artifacts and oth-
er items that tell the history of your family, organization, church, business or 
African American Washtenaw county connection to be entered into an His-
torical objects inventory (Hoi) database.  these items and objects will be doc-
umented, scanned or photographed (at no charge) and returned immdiately 
to the owner. With your participation, this database will become the most 
comprehensive digital record of Washtenaw county Black American historical 
items and family artifacts. 

if you have items to donate now, the AAcHm has archival space available to 
accept immediate donations of items that fit our scope of collections. for 
more information call 734-761-1717 or email aachmuseum@gmail.com

We are scheduling community scan days in 2014
 

some of the items we 
are interested in:

letters 
Photographs 
Dolls
Diaries & Journals
local or family obituaries
Area newspaper Articles 
Property Deeds
yearbooks
furniture
tools 
toys & Games
lace & linens
clothing & Accessories
Kitchenware
Pamphlets
Books
Posters
manuscripts
scrapbooks
family Bibles
Account Books
organization Programs
Household items
church Programs 
church Documents
Video and films
military items
uniforms
oral Histories
transcripts
Business History
Paintings & Prints

Historical Objects Inventory (HOI)
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The AACHM was established in 1993 to collect, preserve and share the history and heritage of the Black 
community in Washtenaw County. We are currently housed in the David R. Byrd Center on Lohr Road and 
raising funds to establish a permanent home at 1528 Pontiac Trail in Ann Arbor in 2014. The Museum needs 
and appreciates your membership and support as we move forward to the next phase of the 1528 Pontiac Trail 
Museum Initiative.    www.aachmuseum.org  or find us on Facebook

The AACHM is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, contributions are tax deductible

Youth Focus on the Arts 

Creative Expression!
Sunday  June 23, 2013

 2-4 pm
Washtenaw Community College

Morris Lawrence Building, Room 150
4800 E. Huron River Dr. 

Ann Arbor, MI

Tickets are $20 / Students $5  - You can also pay at the door
Call 734-819-8182 for tickets or email deborahmeadows2@msn.com    

Charles K. Campbell – Author and director of 
   short film, “The Boy With No Joy”
Gary Hopkins – Graphic design
Mark Miller – Painting and ceramics
Thomas Myers – Drawing and painting

Anthony Stewart – Painting
Jonathan Royce – Author, “Detective Dwayne 
   Drake and the case of the Alphabet Thief” 
Lola Jones – Author, “Childrens’ Choices”

You are invited to meet, mix and mingle with some talented artists and authors 

African American Cultural & Historical Museum of Washtenaw County

Please join us, bring a friend 
and support the Museum

2013 Programs • collaborations • exhibits

the spotlight was on young art-

ists and writers and creative adults 

who work with kids on June 23 at 

Washtenaw community college. 

Highlights included a film viewing, 

author readings and meeting the 

presenters, their families and the 

community.

 (l-r) 
thomas myers 
Anthony stewart 
Jonathan royce
lola Jones
charles K. campbell 
mark miller
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“race in this Place” was an exhibit at the university of michigan museum of natural History through July 7, 2013
the AAcHm kiosk display was part of the exhibit and board members participated in activities and panel discussions.

2013 Programs • collaborations • exhibits

the october 20 focus on the Arts program displayed the works of Gregory sipp and travis erby at the Gladwin Barn in 
Ann Arbor. Both artists are very talented, and we really enjoyed having an opportunity to see and talk with them about 
their work. musical artistry was provided by the equally talented Albert marks.

“Focus on the Arts” October 20th

Gregory sipp speaks with a guest
Photo credit: djwcreativeservices@comcast.net

travis erby greets frederick mccuiston Albert marks

UM Exhibit “Race in this Place” - AACHM Kiosk 
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2013 underground railroad tours

Presented by The African American 
Cultural & Historical Museum of 
Washtenaw County

Journey to Freedom is an official tour of the US  Department 
of the Interior National Park Service, National Underground 
Railroad Network to Freedom

Please call our tour docent Deborah Meadows at 734-819-8182 
or email: deborahmeadows2@msn.com

Individual and Group Rates 
All costs are payable on the day of the tour 
Individuals: $20   Groups: With their own transportation: $200

Those without transportation are encouraged to call no later than 
two weeks in advance so that bus reservations can be arranged. 
If there are less than 15 passengers reserved two weeks prior to a 
scheduled date, that tour will unfortunately have to be canceled. 

Tours depart from Washtenaw Community College parking lot, 
(in front of the Industrial and Tech Building). Parking is free.  

Sunday, April 28

Sunday, June 23

Sunday, August 11

Sunday, October 6

 2013 Tour Schedule

A handful of families 
kept a secret that 
freed thousands 

The Underground Railroad was a 

network of secret routes, hidden 

places, determined citizens and 

self-liberated people of color 

seeking freedom. Two essential 

routes to Detroit and ultimate 

safety in Canada crossed in 

Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti. 

Discover the role Washtenaw 

County played on this docent 

guided bus tour by the exteriors 

of  local and nationally-known 

Underground Railroad landmarks, 

sites and homes. 

Make Reservations for the Tour Date of Your Choice

2013 Underground Railroad Bus Tours of Washtenaw County

Journey to Freedom

Underground Railroad Tour for Ann Arbor Rotary  Twenty-four members 
of the Ann Arbor Rotary (some are pictured here with Tour Docent Deborah 
Meadows and president Joyce Hunter) were part of the Underground Railroad 
Tour on Sunday, October 13.  

April-October  

Journey to Freedom 
UGRR Tours
the underground railroad was a 
network of secret routes, hidden 
places, determined citizens and 
self-liberated people of color seek-
ing freedom.  over 220 people took 
the tour during our 12th season. the 
AAcHm provided several private 
family and group tours in 2013.  
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2013 Programs • collaborations • exhibits

Living Oral History Project Debuts to a Great Reception
the living oral History premiere 
was a huge success on september 
22, 2013  at the traverwood library. 
rosemarion Blake, russell calvert, 
lydia morton, Willis Patterson, and 
Johnnie mae seeley were inter-
viewed for Phase i.  

Please view the entire set of inter-
views at www.aadl.org/aachmvid-
eos. this project is an on-going 
collaboration with the Ann Arbor 
District library and the AAcHm. 
if you know of individuals who 
have lived most or all of their life in 

Washtenaw county and would like 
to be interviewed, or should be in-
terviewed, (including yourself ) con-
tact Joyce Hunter at 734-769-1630. 
We want to document and share this 
living community history.

     rosemarion Blake           russell calvert                 lydia morton                            Willis Patterson              Johnnie mae seeley
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November  Legacy Fund Presentations and Donations
We have continued to make presentations to potential donors.  We saw the benefit in 2012 as legacy donations 
increased. our partnership with the mosaic foundation  strengthens our resolve and ability to suceed in the  1528 
Pontiac trail museum initiative: securing a permanent home to preserve the past, enrich the present and sustain 
the future. the opportunity to work with clements library as we begin collections work has been presented.

December 1    17th Annual Dinner & Jazz Fundraiser
Guests enjoyed another incredible performance by ron Brooks with Betty Joplin as guest vocalist and musicians 
tadd Weed, George Davidson and Vincent Bowen. this event kicks off the holiday season on a festive note. Proceeds 
benefit the museum’s  Annual fund. We featured a lobby display with the beautiful photographs taken by chandra 
ervin from the previous year that the guest were able to take with them at the end of the night.

2013 Programs • collaborations • exhibits
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2012 Programs • collaborations • exhibits

AACHM EXHIBITS: 

January 6 – February 3  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.    
the museum has an xhibit comemorating the life and contributions of Dr. martin luther King Jr.  on the wall and in 
the display case of the lobby of the Pittsfield township Administration Building, at Platt and michigan Avenue.

February 6 – March 2  Local Families Kept the Secret
this exhibit highlights the history of the underground railroad and the role that black and white citizens living in 
Pittsfield township, ypsilantii and Ann Arbor played in this network of secret routes and hidden places.
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2012 Underground Railroad Bus Tours of Washtenaw County

“Journey to Freedom” 

Presented by The African American 
Cultural & Historical Museum of 
Washtenaw County

Journey to Freedom is an official tour of the US  Department 
of the Interior National Park Service, National Underground 
Railroad Network to Freedom

Make your reservations now!
Please call our tour docent Deborah Meadows at 734-819-8182 
or email: deborahmeadows2@msn.com

Individual and Group Rates 
All costs are payable on the day of the tour 
Individuals: $20   Groups: With their own transportation: $200

Those without transportation are encouraged to call no later than 
two weeks in advance so that bus reservations can be arranged. 
If there are less than 15 passengers reserved two weeks prior to a 
scheduled date, that tour will unfortunately have to be canceled. 

Tours depart from Washtenaw Community College parking lot, 
(in front of the Industrial and Tech Building). Parking is free.  

Sunday, April 22, 2-5 PM

Saturday, May 26, 10 AM-1 PM

Saturday, July 7, 10 AM-1 PM

Sunday, August 5, 2-5 PM

Sunday, September 2, 2-5 PM

Sunday, October 7, 2-5 PM

 2012 Tour Schedule

A handful of families kept 
a secret that freed thousands The Underground Railroad was a 

network of secret routes, hidden 

places, determined citizens and 

self-liberated people of color 

seeking freedom. Two essential 

routes to Detroit and ultimate 

safety in Canada crossed in 

Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti. 

Discover the role Washtenaw 

County played on this docent 

guided bus tour by the exteriors 

of  local and nationally-known 

Underground Railroad landmarks, 

sites and homes. 

2012 underground railroad tours
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2012 Programs • collaborations • exhibits

“focus on the Arts: Authors” took place on sunday, August 26th, 2012  at Washtenaw commu-
nity college. the room was captivated by authors Karen simpson, edith eddins, Debbie taylor, 
Beverly Jenkins, as they read from their books.  it was an eloquent combination of  magical real-
ism, children’s fiction, historical romance and healing through God’s love. moderators Bev tyler 
and Deborah meadows provided thoughtful and insightful introductions. next in the series is 
“focus on the Arts: mixed media and will take place on sunday, october 21.

August 26  Focus on the Arts: Authors

Front row: Bev Tyler, Joyce Hunter and Bev Jenkins Photo: Phyllis Perry - pepstar27@yahoo.com

African American Cultural & Historical Museum of Washtenaw County

Vladimir "Jojo" otchere: was the winner of the AAcHm logo contest. 
He was a senior at skyline High school and excelled in graphics and 
photography. 

May  AACHM Gets a New Logo
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October 21, 2012 Focus on the Arts:Mixed Media

Focus on the Arts: Mixed Media

Sunday, October 21, 2012, 4-6pm
Gladwin Barn • 4105 W. Liberty St • Ann Arbor, MI

Tickets are $20 / Students $5  

Call 734-819-8182 for tickets and information 
or email deborahmeadows2@msn.com  •  aachmuseum.org

African American Cultural & Historical Museum of Washtenaw County

Featured 
Artists

The AACHM is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization and donations are tax deductible

Darcy Bowden – Printmaking
Dr. James Lee – Pastels
Shari Tellis – Handcrafted Jewelry
Beverly Buchanan – Paintings/Sculpture 
(work will be on display)
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December 4    16th Annual Dinner & Jazz Fundraiser
the AAcHm annual fundraiser has proven to be a popular community event. this year we were able to announce 
two major financial gifts to the “1528 Pontiac trail museum initiative”.

Guests enjoyed another exquisite performance by ron Brooks with Betty Joplin as guest vocalist and musicians 
tad Weed, George Davidson and Vincent Bowen. Proceeds benefit the museum’s  Annual fund that supports our 
program and operating expenses. We featured a lobby display with the beautiful photographs taken by chandra 
ervin that the guest were very happy when they learned the prints were a gift they could take with them at the 
end of the night.

2012 Programs • collaborations • exhibits

Sunday,   5-8 PM
  December 2, 2012
    Polo Fields Washtenaw
        2955 Packard Road, Ypsilanti

Tickets $50
    Mix & Mingle  •  Cash Bar
        Dinner Buffet  •  Live Music 
             www.aachmuseum.org

RON BROOKS & FRIENDS  
Featuring  BETTY JOPLIN

African
American
Cultural &
Historical
Museum of
Washtenaw
County

You are invited to kickoff the Holiday season  on a Jazzy Note!

16th 
ANNUAL     Evening of 
Dinner    Jazz 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE AACHM 1528 PONTIAC TRAIL  MUSEUM INITIATIVE
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2011 Programs • collaborations • exhibits

April-October  Museum on Main Street Exhibit Collaboration
the Washtenaw county Historical society, museum on main street had a civil War exhibit up. the AAcHm contributed 
a display about the local soldiers of the 102nd us colored troops and their role in the civil War.  

February 24  Civil War Talk
the VA Ann Arbor Healthcare system invited the AAcHm to participate in their program “African Americans and the 
civil War”  as the guest speaker and we distributed an 8-page handout about the topic.

June 4  Community Engagement
We participated in the Downtown African American festival that celebrates the heritage of the black business district 
at fourth and Ann streets, and the black residential communites that surrounded it.  the museum’s display was about 
local soldiers of the 102nd us colored troops, and how they served this country in spite of the difficulties.  And how 
they returned home to face continued discrimination.

USCT   united states colored troops

soldiers of liberation

“Let the black man fight for his freedom 

and no power on earth … can deny that 

he has earned the right to citizenship.”

FrEdErick  dougLaSS

Union SoldierS from the State of maryland 4th USCt
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2011     Programs • collaborations • exhibits

April-October  

Journey to Freedom 
UGRR Tours
the underground railroad was a 
network of secret routes, hidden 
places, determined citizens and self-
liberated people of color seeking 
freedom. two essential routes to De-
troit and ultimate safety in canada 
crossed in Ann Arbor and ypsilanti. 
Discover the role Washtenaw coun-
ty played on this docent guided tour 
by the exteriors of  local and nation-
ally-known underground railroad 
landmarks, sites and homes.  

over 180 people took the tour dur-
ing our 10 th season.  A new feature 
was added - Highland cemetery on 
river street in ypsilanti. it is a final 
resting place where black and white 
soldiers are buried together, up the 
street from the thompson Block, a 
civil War barracks that served as the 
temporary home of the first michi-
gan colored infantry.

The Thompson Block, located at the northeast corner of Cross and River streets, began life in 1861 as 
a barracks for local Civil War soldiers. The barracks were initially home to Michigan’s First Infantry 
and also eventually became temporary home to the First Michigan Colored Infantry.

June 18 Community History Preservation
the AAcHm had an underground railroad display at the nAAcP Juneteenth 
festival. our goal was to interest people in taking the summer tours and 
encourage discussion about our local history around the tour sites and 
neighborhoods.  People are eager to share their stories and  we  are working 
to be the institution that collects and preserves these stories. A $5,000 grant 
has allowed us too begin that work of collecting.

Journey 
to

Freedom 

This is an official Tour of the National Park Service,  National Underground  Railroad Network to Freedom
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2011 Programs • collaborations • exhibits

December 4    15th Annual Dinner & Jazz Fundraiser
sunday, December 4, 2011 at Polo fields Golf club Washtenaw was our annual fundraiser.  Guests enjoyed  an out-
standing jazz performance by ron Brooks with Betty Joplin as guest vocalist and musicians tadd Weed, George Da-
vidson and Vincent Bowen. Proceeds benefit the museum’s  Annual fund that supports our program and operating 
expenses. We featured a lobby display with the plans designed by Dick mitchell of mitchell and mouat Architects, inc.

November  Legacy Fund Presentations Continue
We have continued to make presentations to potential donors.  We saw the benefit in 2011 as legacy donations in-
creased. Group presentations included the Kiwanis club of Ann Arbor,  the rotary club of Ann Arbor and several Afri-
can American fraternities, sororities and clubs. many of those organizations have made a $1,000 legacy leader Gift or 
pledged one.  our partnership with the mosaic foundation  strengthens our resolve and ability to suceed in the  1528 
Pontiac trail museum initiative: securing a permanent home to preserve the past, enrich the present and sustain the 
future.

Securing a permanent

Home to preserve the past, 

Enrich the present and 

Sustain the future.

1528
P o n t i a c   t r a i l
M u s e u M   i n i T i A T i v e
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2010  Programs • collaborations • exhibits

October 8  Neighborhood UGRR Tour
We had over 130 people take the tour during our 9th season of  “Journey to freedom” underground railroad tours 
of Washtenaw county.  As an expression of appreciation for the neighbors in our Pontiac trail community, we invited 
them to take the northside, lowertown, Kerrytown amd near West side tour. this tour has several uGrr sites, historical 
churches, buildings and houses, with 1528 Pontiac trail at he center.

November  Legacy Fund Presentations Begin
in order to raise the funds for a permanent home we had to tell our story. the Development committee created a 
presentation and packet of information for potential donors.  $1,000 legacy donations began to come in as people 
learned more about our mission, goals and progress. 

December 5    Dinner & Jazz Fundraiser
sunday, December 5, 2010 at Polo fields Golf club Washtenaw was our 14th Annual fundraiser.  Guests enjoyed  a 
holiday-themed jazz performance by ron Brooks with Betty Joplin as guest vocalist. Proceeds benefit the museum’s 
Annual fund that supports our program and operating expenses. 

SChooL houSE oN TrAvEr roAD  this is a researched site on our uGrr tour. Built by the Beckley brothers in 1839, 
the schoolhouse was open until 1857.  children of color were able to attend. there is a trap door leading to a small 
room in the basement that is believed to be a hiding place. Participants had an opportunity to see the trap door lead-
ing to a hidden chamber in the basement and experience that space for themselves.
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2010 AAcHm timeline  Programs • collaborations • exhibits

June 5
We participated in the Downtown African 
American festival that celebrates the heritage 
of the black business district at fourth and 
Ann streets, and the black residential commu-
nites that surrounded it. the museum present-
ed an historical display  focusing on the years 
1920-1940 with photographs and excerpts 
from some family’s memories who lived in the 
neighborhood during those years.  

Water color artist Bernice Orr painted this pic-
ture of the David R. Byrd Center when she lived 
across the street. In July, her family donated it to 
the AACHM where they hope it finds a home on 
our permanent walls at 1528 Pontiac Trail.

  

June 19
We participated in Juneteenth, the annual nAAcP festival held at Wheeler Park in Ann Arbor. Juneteenth or June 19, 
1865 is considered the date the last slaves in America were freed. Although the rumors of the freedom were wide-
spread prior to this, the actual emancipation did not come until General Gordon Granger sailed into Galveston Harbor, 
texas and issued General order no.3, on  June 19, almost two and a half years after President Abraham lincoln signed 
the emancipation Proclamation, which had become official January 1, 1863. the AAcHm had a display about Albert 
Wheeler, for whom the park was named and the story behind Juneteenth. We had several positive conversations 
about the history of our community. it is an opportunity to introduce the museum to a wider comunity.
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2010 AAcHm timeline  Programs • collaborations • exhibits

Display at 

The David R. 

Byrd Center
the panels that were up at 
the Ann Arbor District library 
are now in the office and on the 
second floor of the Byrd center.
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UNDERGROUND RAILROAD BUS TOUR OF WASHTENAW COUNTY

An Official Tour 
of the National Park Service,  
National Underground 
Railroad Network to Freedom

Journey to 
Freedom

GUY BECKLEY HOUSE  Rev. Guy Beckley was a conductor on the 
Underground Railroad and well established in Ann Arbor as a 
minister, lecturer, and active in the antislavery movement. He 
published an abolitionist paper,  The Signal of Liberty, edited by 
Theodore Foster, in 1841 from an office above the store of his brother, 
Josiah Beckley,  across the street from the Anson Brown Building on 
Broadway (which today houses the St. Vincent de Paul store).

The African American Cultural and Historical Museum of  Washtenaw County

There were no trains or tracks on the Underground Railroad.
It was a series of meeting points, secret routes, transportation 
and safe houses. It was a network of free-born blacks, white 
abolitionists and former slaves that formed an underground 
resistance and helped thousands find freedom in the north. 
There are more than 32 documented sites located throughout 
this region of Washtenaw County and you will see some of them 
on Journey to Freedom guided bus tours.  Choose from two 
3-hour tours in Ann Arbor or Ypsilanti/Pittsfield Township.  
Or a 2-hour non-stop tour through all 3 communities. 

JOURNEY TO FREEDOM guided bus tours are available 
between April and October, tickets are $20 each. Groups, 
churches or schools with their own transportation are most 
easily accommodated.  

JOURNEY TO FREEDOM TALKS AND PRESENTATIONS
Presentations and talks for schools, organizations and 
groups can be scheduled year round.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION contact Deborah Meadows 
at 734-819-8182 or email deborahmeadows2@msn.com.  

TRAVEL AGENTS ONLY:  Call the Ann Arbor Convention & Visitors 
Bureau at 734-995-7281, ext. 309 

ASHER ARAY AND
HARWOOD CEMETERY 
Asher Aray was a
prosperous farmer 
and station master of 
mixed descent who 
regularly helped large 
numbers of slaves to 
freedom.  Aray family 
members are buried 
in the Harwood Cemetery
in Pittsfield Township.  
alongside the White 
Harwood family. 
William Harwood 
was an abolitionist and 
one of the founders of  
Ypsilanti.

BROWN CHAPEL African Methodist Episcopal Church was 
organized in Ypsilanti in 1843.  It is the oldest Black church 
in Ypsilanti and the second oldest in the state of Michigan.
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February 18
Deborah meadows speaks at Albion college about the underground railroad 
in Washtenaw county. the program began at 4 Pm to a capacity aurdience of 
students, professors, community members and local historians in Bobbitt  au-
ditorium on the campus of Albion college.  the combination of facts, legends, 
Powerpoint technology and narrative story telling was a compelling mix. there 
were several questions, comments and stories that were shared aftewards. 

the evaluations indicated that attendees “learned new things” or “found the 
presentation very enlightening” or “really enjoyed the warm and informed 
narrative approach of telling the history and the stories”.
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13th Annual Evening of Dinner & Jazz
our signature fundraising event will take place on 
sunday, December 6, 2009 at the Washtenaw country club 
classic jazz performance by ron Brooks & friends with 
guest vocalist Betty Joplin.  Proceeds will benefit the 
museum’s Annual fund that supports program
and operating expenses. 

the AfricAn AmericAn culturAl & historicAl museum of WAshtenAW county

Ron BRooKS & FRiEnDS                   Featuring  BETTY JoPlin

Sunday Evening
December 6, 2009  •  5-8 PM
Washtenaw Country Club 
2955 Packard, Ypsilanti,  Mi

For tickets and reservations call Cheryl Ervin at  
734-971-7819 or email info@aachmuseum.org
Proceeds benefit the Museum’s Annual Fund for
program and operational expenses. Thank you! 

mix & mingle   •   Dinner Buffet   •   live music   •   cAsh BAr   •   tickets- $50

Dinner    Jazz!
13TH AnnuAl           evening of
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this 160 year old historic home is located
 in a northside neighborhood rich in multi-
cultural history and diversity. 1528 Pontiac 
trail is near other heritage sites vital to the 
early settlement of Ann Arbor, including 
some that are on our nationally recognized 
guided bus tour:  Journey to  Freedom–
Underground Railroad Tour of  Washtenaw 
County. it is the perfect location for a 
community museum, and your help is 
needed to make it happen.

We are asking 300 individuals, families, 
groups, organizations or businesses to make 
a donation of $1,000 (or more) in support 
of the museum’s efforts to establish a home 
where our history can be collected, docu-
mented, preserved and shared.  

CHANGES AT 1528 PoNTiAC TrAil – A beautiful copper roof adds a high level of historical refinement and 
quality that will last for many years to the appearance of the future home of the AACHM.

contributions of every amount are welcome and 
appreciated, giving levels are  on page 3. legacy 
donations can be made in a variety of ways:
  
1. you can make an individual gift

2. you can join with other relatives 
 and contribute in honor of your 
 family, ancestors or a loved one.  

3. churches, organizations, fraternities,   
 sororities, businesses, professional   
 associates and even neighborhoods   
 can give $1,000 or more, as a group. 

this a unique opportunity to have the names 
of your family, ancestors, business or organiza-
tion become part of our local history. call 
734-761-1717 or email info@aachmuseum.org 
for more information.

All $1,000 Legacy Donors will have permanent recognition in the Museum.  
Visitors for generations to come will know who made this opportunity a reality.

Securing a permanent

Home to preserve the past, 

Enrich the present and 

Sustain the future.

1528
P o n t i a c   t r a i l
M u s e u M   i n i T i A T i v e

African American Cultural & Historical Museum
o f  W A s H t e n A W  c o u n t y
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An Official Tour 
of the National Park Service,  
National Underground 
Railroad Network to Freedom

unDergrounD rAilroAD bus Tour of WAsHTenAW CounTy

Journey to 
Freedom

The African American Cultural and Historical Museum of  Washtenaw County                 Michigan MuseuMs association tour

Friday, October 16, 2009  •  4 – 6 PM
Bus pick up and drop off will be in front of the Michigan Union
For information and tickets call Deborah Meadows at 
734-476-3158 or Marlys Deen at 734-904-1478.
Tickets are $15 each.

Hear the Legends... Learn the Facts... 
Explore the History of the Underground Railroad 

8th Season: 
“Journey to Freedom” 
Underground Railroad  
Bus Tours of 
Washtenaw County

there were no trains or tracks, just footsteps of enslaved men and women escaping 
to freedom along the routes of the underground railroad.there are more than 
32 documented sites located throughout this region of Washtenaw county.  you will 
see some of them on these tours and discover the history and lore of the area and times.

the 2009 tour season was a great experience. We offered tours for ypsilanti, Ann Arbor 
and Pittsfield township.  Participants were very engaged and added many interesting 
facts and stories about the role Washtenaw county played.  our passengers came from 
all walks of life; from elementary and middle school students, to u-m graduate students 
and staff, a Pastor of a local church, a History Professor, and members of the Pittsfield 
township Historical society. evaluations from these tours have been favorable and 
recommendations have been adopted. efforts to keep in contact with our tour guests
has presented opportunities to share ideas as well as valuable historical information.  

the Ann Arbor Visitor’s and conventions Bureau has been very helpful with promoting 
our tours. Dennis Doyle worked closely with our late president, Willie edwards, to market 
the tours in their early development. Kay seaser and Bureau President mary Kerr,  have 
expressed a sincere interest to continue promoting our tours to travel agents and 
visitors to our city.  

uGrr tours operate April-october. lectures or visual presentations for schools, groups 
or churches can be scheduled year round. for more information call Deborah meadows 
at 734-476-3158 or email info@aachmuseum.org. 
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unDergrounD rAilroAD bus Tour of WAsHTenAW CounTy

An Official Tour 
of the National Park Service,  
National Underground 
Railroad Network to Freedom

Journey to 
Freedom

Reserve Your Seat Today
Call Deborah Meadows at 734-476-3158 

to sign up and for more information.
or email deborahmeadows2@msn.com

Make checks payable to the AAChM.

Sunday, October 18, 2009
Ann Arbor Bus Tour  •  2 Pm – 5 Pm

the tour bus departs at 2 Pm  from the front of the 
INDuSTrIAL TEChNoLoGy BuILDING on the campus of 

WAShTENAW CoMMuNITy CoLLEGE  
4800 e. Huron river Drive, Ann Arbor

Tickets are $15 each
Park free in the Wcc Parking lot!

Water and fresh apples will be provided on the bus.

Guy BECkLEy houSE  Beckley also assisted men and women 
escaping slavery from 1842 until he died in 1847. 

ThE huroN BLoCk   Guy Beckley published the signal of liberty 
in 1841 from an office above the store of his brother, Josiah Beckley, 
on Broadway, across the street from the Anson Brown Building on 
Broadway (which today houses the st. Vincent de Paul store).

uNIoN ChurCh   this small brick structure appears on the 1854 map 
of Ann Arbor labeled simply as “union church.”  you will see the first 
Black church in Ann Arbor located on High street.

the African American cultural and Historical museum of  Washtenaw county
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An Official Tour 
of the National Park Service,  
National Underground 
Railroad Network to Freedom

2009 AAcHm timeline  Programs • collaborations • exhibits

Family  i  Friends  i  Community  i  1920s – 1930s

Images

Images:  Family, Friends, Community -  1920s-1930s
September 3-October 14  Ann Arbor District Library

Photographs of Black Americans living in the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s convey the importance of family life, friend-
ship and community. such images, whether they are personal portraits of husbands and wives, sisters, school 
children,  or members of a church choir, or capture parent and child interactions, offer a glimpse into the lives of 
a people. they reflect how African Americans saw and defined themselves.  in a year in which the united states 
is ushering in a new era in its political and social history, this exhibit creates greater community awareness of the 
deep traditions that sustained and nurtured a people in generations past.

the African-American community was one of the fastest growing elements of Ann Arbor’s population during 
the 1920s. the automobile sparked the creation of brand new industries, creating a great number of jobs, which 
increased the demand for housing. the building boom brought hundreds of workers to the city and many of the 
heavy laborers were African-American. 

This exhibit is coordinated and presented by: 
• the African American cultural and Historical museum of Washtenaw county
• the Ann Arbor community center 
• Another Ann Arbor , inc
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2009 AAcHm timeline  Programs • collaborations • exhibits
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“Journey to Freedom” Underground Railroad Tour
the underground railroad was a term used to describe the secret routes 
enslaved men, women and children took to gain their freedom. this network 
extended all the way from the deep south to states and territories where slavery 
had been prohibited.  those who escaped often obtained help and protection 
from free Blacks, Whites, native Americans -- and other slaves -- who acted as 
conductors and provided food and shelter along the way. 

in may of 1999, the  AAcHm  decided that based upon certain archival evidence, 
there existed a detailed history of underground railroad Activity in Washt-
enaw county.  the AAcHm then commissioned and participated in a project 
to complete research and documentation for an underground railroad tour.  
32 historical sites in the county area were identified using state birth records, 
plat maps, and census records.

the result of this work led to the creation of  “Journey to freedom” an under-
ground railroad tour in 2002. the tour is available from April-october and can 
be scheduled by calling 734-761-1717. 

 The Underground Railroad Tour concluded at the David R. Byrd Chapel, in the Church of the Incarnation on Lohr. Rd. 
(L-R) Mary, an OLLI participant, Ms. A. Ann Tai (program coordinator for OLLI) and Tour Guide Deborah Meadows.  The David R. 
Byrd Center, In the background, is the location of the African American Cultutal and Historical Museum administrative office 
and small display area.

UM lifelong learning
institute Spring Course

several participants signed 
up for a lecture and tour 
offered through osher 
lifelong learning institute, 
at the university of michigan.

sites included the 
Harwood home and cemetery, 
starkweather home,  norris 
home, Beckley homes and 
schoolhouse, and a stop 
at the ypsilanti Historical 
museum. 

7th Annual 
Tour Season

Imagine learning the 

history you never knew 

existed about places 

you’ve driven past for 

years.  Discover  what role 

Ann Arbor,  Ypsilanti, and 

Washtenaw County and 

Michigan played in the 

Underground Railroad.

  



PAGE 32      •      AfricAn AmericAn culturAl & HistoricAl museum of WAsHtenAW county TIMELINE     •     1993 – 2014



1993 – 2014     •    AfricAn AmericAn culturAl & HistoricAl museum of WAsHtenAW county TIMELINE     •      PAGE 33    

April 9, 2008
mitchell and mouat Architects drafted a site plan, which was present-
ed to a small group of immediate neighbors at a meeting at the firm’s 
offices.

August 8, 2008
moved by commissioner carlberg, seconded by commissioner 
Potts “that the Ann Arbor city Planning commission hereby recom-
mends that the mayor and city council approve the African American 
cultural and Historical museum of Washtenaw county PuD (Planned 
unit Development Zoning District) and supplemental regulations 
and PuD site plan, subject of approval of necessary variances by 
the Zoning Board of Appeals.”  A vote on the motion: Unanimous 
yeas: Bona, carlberg, mahler, Pratt, lowenstein, Westphal and Potts.  
nays: none Absent: Borum  recusal: commission member Woods.

Dick mitchell (architect on the project) “We intend to preserve 
the house’s residential look and as much as possible of its original 
architecture. landscaping plans include plantings, a wooden fence 
around most of the property, two rain gardens, and three rear 
parking spaces for staff on a textured paved surface that will dou-
ble as a patio. Plans for the house itself include archival storage on 
the basement level, exhibit and meeting space on the first floor, and 
offices on the second floor.”

Peter Pollack, Pollack Design Associates (the landscape architect 
involved in this project) presented two drawings of the site.  “the 
museum activity and archival research can be accommodated in a 
residential building. We believe the context and specifics and use 
fit well with the neighborhood. He explained further the landscape 
buffering and the low intensity use of the building.”

September 8, 2008
Approved on first reading:  ordinance no. orD-08-31 to Amend 
chapter 55, rezoning of 0.21 acre from r1c (single-family Dwell-
ing District) to PuD (Planned unit Development District), African 
American cultural and Historical museum, 1528 Pontiac trail. 
recommendation: Approval - 8 yeas and 0 Nays.

October 6, 2008
Adopted on second reading: A motion was made by council member 
sabra Briere, seconded by council member margie teall, that the 
ordinance be approved on first reading. on a unaminous yes voice 
vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried. 

1528 Pontiac Trail     2008 Timeline of Events

Photos taken in 11/5/06
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Strategic Planning
the Board and different committees have been meeting with a focus on plans for a possible physical location for 
the museum.  the 1528 Pontiac trail museum initiative was started to establish the groundwork for securing a 
permanent home for the museum.

 

Collaborations
JANuAry-APrIL     university of Michigan Museum Studies: Creating the Blueprint for a Living Museum
the AAcHm and the university of michigan museum studies Program completed a successful 2008 collaboration 
Working with the museum were Helen Dixon and monica Patterson, msP graduate students whose efforts were 
supervised by museum studies Associate Director Bradley taylor.  After researching the background of the museum, 
and drawing upon “best practices “in the museum field, they assembled five source books with concrete steps for 
implementing further the museum’s existing five-year strategic Plan.

on April 9,  ms. Dixon and ms. Patterson discussed their work  “creating the Blue Print for a living museum” before 
an engaged audience at the museum studies Proseminar program in the eldersveld room in um’s Haven Hall. 
they cited their educationally beneficial experience in helping the museum advance its mission in the county. 
they presented to the AAcHm Board on may 17 at the David r. Byrd center and gave us the five source books. 

FEBruAry  Images of Local Black history
the ypsilanti District library partnered with ray mullins to present “images of African American life in Washt-
enaw county on february 2, in the community room at the library on Whittaker road. We had an exhibit on 
display,”celebrating ypsilanti’s rich History and Heritage”  with a focus on Brown chapel and the Beatty family in 
ypsilanti. AAcHm board member shirley Vaughn spoke about the importance of education and Board President 
ron Woods participated in the panel discussion.

Black history Month Program at Borders
lola Jones, carole Gipson, and Deborah meadows were invited to speak to employees at Border’s Headquarters, in 
Ann Arbor, hosted by merchandising executive, ms. Andromedia Bowden and ms. Patricia Blackwell of the African 
American employee Action Group. Deborah presented on the history of  the underground railroad in Washtenaw 
county , with special focus on the mccoy and Aray families of  ypsilanti, and rev. Guy Beckley of  Ann Arbor.  carole 
Gipson co-author of  Another Ann Arbor followed with a presentation of the history of our local black community.

12th Annual Evening of Dinner & Jazz
our signature fundraising event will take place on sunday, December 7, 2008 at the Washtenaw country club 
featuring the ron Brooks Quartet and guest vocalist. Proceeds will benefit the museum’s sustainability fund. 
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The Underground Railroad Tour: Season 6

“JourNEy To FrEEDoM” WAShTENAW CouNTy uNDErGrouND rAILroAD Tour
under the leadership of AAcHm board members shirley Vaughn and Deborah meadows, the museum has 
collaborated with several local organizations, making “Journey to freedom” underground railroad tour  a 
community-wide success. these are some of the groups who participated: 

•  the Ann Arbor Academy for middle and 
 high school students enjoyed a living history 
 presentation from sisters Karmen Brown and 
 Patricia Whitsitt, and tonya Blake.  All three are local 
 descendents of Pittsfield township underground     railroad conductor, Asher Aray.  

•   An Ann Arbor-ypsilanti underground railroad tour 
 was conducted in february for the senior citizens 
 group at the Ann Arbor community center.   
•  Washtenaw county Heroes: Past and Present      was enthusiastically received by  
 middle and high school youth from Ann Arbor’s 
 Peace neighborhood center, and ypsilanti’s Harriet 
 street center, of Washtenaw community college, 
 extension service, at the episcopal church of
 the incarnation. 

•   ypsilanti underground railroad tour was conducted 
 for the Ann Arbor chapter and the ypsilanti chapter 
 of Jack and Jill of America. the tour included a visit to
 the ypsilanti Historical museum to view uGrr displays 
 and other exhibits.  

“Journey to Freedom” DVD Project
We are working on a DVD documenting the story of the underground railroad with a focus on Ann Arbor and 
ypsilanti sites on our tour.  once completed, the DVD will be made  available to educational institutions, librar-
ies and the general public.

underground railroad Tour Guide Deborah Meadows with 
the Ann Arbor Chapter of Jack and Jill of America in front of 
the old Brown Chapel AME Church. 

In September, The AACHM’s Shirley Vaughn spoke 
before the Ypsilanti City Council on the historical 
significance of the Starkweather residence on Huron 
River Drive. The Council subsequently voted to accept 
an offer to acquire this important historical property, 
a site on the Museum’s Underground Railroad Tour.
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Strategic Planning
• the executive committee held a retreat focused on capacity building grants, site enhancement, 
facility planning and projection, advisory committee development, membership and  annual giving. 

• Board members took part in a living History workshop series on technical aspects of museum work at the 
charles H. Wright museum of African American History in Detroit. the symposium was coordinated and directed 
by Bamidele Demerson, an AAcHm founder and former Director of education, research and exhibitions, at the 
charles H. Wright museum.

Collaborations
“Building the Beloved Community by Acknowledging and Preserving  our Past”  was a part of university of 
michigan’s 20th Annual martin luther King, Jr. symposium program in January.  the museum discussed program 
and operations in panel collaboration with the um center for Afroamerican and African studies. We also had an 
exhibit on display.

AAChM Collaborates with the university of Michigan Museum Studies Program
Graduate students at the university of michigan will help us map out a strategy for the next level of growth and 
development. their support will be in the areas of fundraising, programs, collections and staffing. the students 
will produce a useful and practical document for the museum. Bradley l. taylor, the Associate Director of the 
museum studies Program, believes this will be a unique and positive collaboration for both parties. the students 
receive small museum practical experience and we receive the benefits of their state-of-the art knowledge with 
community applications. the project starts in January 2008, and will extend through the university’s winter term. 

11th Annual Evening of Dinner & Jazz
our signature fundraising event was held on sunday, December 2, at the Washtenaw country club featuring 
the ron Brooks Quartet. and Betty Joplin. Proceeds benefit the museum’s sustainability fund. the weather  was 
awful and the attendance was the 100 %.
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November 5, 2006 
the Polhemus House was moved 
from 411 e Washington st, where it 
was built in 1848, through down-
town and over the Broadway bridge 
to a new home at 1528 Pontiac trail. 

Museum Office at the David R. Byrd Center

Serves as a Community Resource Center
The Museum administration office works to becomes a Community 
resource Center at the David r. Byrd Center  3261 Lohr Road, Ann Arbor.

 • We have a small room upstairs with a photo display of early 
  African American residents in Ann Arbor. during the 1920’s-1930’s.
 • African American History resources including
  photos, clippings, articles and research.
 • the  research and papers from the late Willie m. edwards she was a 
  former board president and  the director of the underground 
  railroad tour project.
 • the display cabinet in the living room displays images 
  from Another Ann Arbor, the book written by board 
  member lola m. Jones and her daughter carol Gibson 
  published by Arcadia Publishing inc.
 • We currently have over 100 books about African and 
  African American history, michigan and World History  
 • We have the following exhibits stored onsite: the History
  of local African American churches; An underground railroad 
  exhibit and a photo exhibit

 
10th Annual Evening of Dinner & Jazz
“Dinner & Jazz” the tenth annual building fundraiser was held at the Washtenaw country club featuring the 
ron Brooks Quartet. Proceeds benefit the museum fund to build sustainability.

Underground 
Railroad Tours 
Season 5
“Journey to Freedom” Washtenaw 
county underground railroad tours 
and Programs included classroom 
presentations at area schools and 
other community organizations. 
individuals, groups and families also 
took the tour.
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Journey to Freedom Expands Area of Service: Season 4
June-August    the Ann Arbor convention and Visitor’s Bureau’s marketing support increased the number of 
participants this year.  “Journey to freedom”  Washtenaw county underground railroad tour took small groups of
 6-12 to  over 32 sites . the tours are guided by museum board members and associates.
 • local schools asked for a schedule and want to take the tour during the school year
 • there were requests for brochures with more information about the sites
 • A Black History month tour was also requested

The AACHM Administration Office Moves to Lohr Road
August   the museum Board moves the administration office from new center to the David r. Byrd center. this 
location will house the office and some displays, artifacts and documents. the board meetings will be held here 
and the potential for some exhibit space is possible.  the David r. Byrd center had their annual open House in the 
fall and the visitors spent alot of time looking at the museum’s exhibit and office displays.

9th Annual Evening of Dinner & Jazz
December 4    “Dinner & Jazz” the ninth annual fundraiser  and friend-raiser was held at the Washtenaw country 
club featuring the ron Brooks Quartet. Proceeds benefit the museum fund to build sustainability.

“star of freedom”  an original mixed media piece by artist charles m. young, 
was purchased by four Board members and donated to the museum



1993 – 2014     •    AfricAn AmericAn culturAl & HistoricAl museum of WAsHtenAW county TIMELINE     •      PAGE 39    

Museum Votes to Move Office to Historic Farmhouse
April the museum Board votes to explore moving the administration office from new center to the David r. Byrd 
center. this historic farmhouse was built in 1830 and restored and preserved by David r. Byrd, the late husband of 
museum board member letitia Byrd. He was an architect, teacher, community activist and mentor.

Cries & Whispers Exhibit Travels to Main Street
May 15 & 16   “cries & Whispers”  AAcHm underground railroad exhibit on display as part of 
“Wander Washtenaw”, the Washtenaw county Historical society museum tour.
the museum on main street, Ann Arbor

AACHM Tour Receives National Recognition 
Journey to Freedom underground railroad Tour of Washtenaw County was accepted as an official member
in the united states Department of interior, national Park service, national underground railroad network to 
freedom Program.     

Journey to Freedom: Season 3
June-August  “Journey to freedom” Washtenaw county underground railroad tour was also promoted by the Ann 
Arbor convention and Visitor’s Bureau. the Bureau helped us prepare the mAcAA mini matching grant and the rose-
bud foundation grant. Both grants were funded to support the video version of the underground railroad tour. 
this years tour included 2 new exhibits from the AAcHm. in Ann Arbor at the museum on main street and an exhibit 
at the ypsilanti Historical museum. the 3.5 hour tours are guided by museum board members and associates.

8th Annual Evening of Dinner & Jazz
December 12   “Dinner & Jazz” the eighth annual building fundraiser held at the Washtenaw country 
club featuring the ron Brooks Quartet with vocalist Betty Joplin. ron Brooks received an award for his dedication, 
commitment and legacy of service to the museum and the community of Washtenaw county. Proceeds benefit the 
museum fund to build sustainability.

2004 AAcHm timeline  Programs • collaborations • exhibits

AAcHm office will be 
moving to the David r. Byrd 
center at 3261 lohr road,
a historic farmhouse 
with room for displays,  
meetings and events.
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AACHM Celebrates Our 10th Anniversary
“Celebrating the Past, Embracing the Future” the museum has established a decade of tradition of quality exhibits, 
community programs and a nationally recognized underground railroad tour “Journey to freedom”.

Founder’s Celebration 
May 4    founder’s celebration Dinner  was held to acknowledge and honor the founding members of the museum at 
the Washtenaw country club, ypsilanti

“Journey to Freedom” Underground Railroad Tour: Season 2
June-August  several more people, including some groups,  took the tour the 2nd season and the majority of
people who took the tour said they would recommend it to a friend.  they went to  32 sites and buildings where 
anti-slavery supporters housed, fed, and guided slaves from the south to canada. the 3.5 hour tours are guided by 
museum board members and trained associates.

7th Annual Evening of Dinner & Jazz
December 7   “Dinner & Jazz” the seventh annual building fundraiser held at the Bird of Paradise Jazz club on main 
street, featuring the ron Brooks Quartet with vocalist Betty Joplin. 

2003 AAcHm timeline  Programs • collaborations • exhibits

AAChM Founders and Board Members
(Back row l-r) frederick mcDonald, Bamidele Demerson, shirley Vaughn, Dorothy mack, Joyce m. Hunter, linell ransom Gloria edwards, 
sheryl White  (front, l-r) shawn martin, cheryl ervin, Zerilda Palmer, Patricia King, shirley martin, Beverly tyler,letitia Byrd, lola m. Jones, 
njoki Kamuyu, Bev myers, Willie edwards   Photo taken May 4, 2003
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Museum Strategic Plan Completed
AAcHm 5 year strategic Plan was completed, and approved at the April board meeting . the 5 year strategic plan was 
includes a vision statement, strategic goals, action plans and next steps.

Journey to Freedom” Inaugural Underground Railroad Tour
June-August   the underground railroad was a term used to describe the secret routes enslaved men, women and 
children took to gain their freedom. this network extended all the way from the deep south to states and territories 
where slavery had been prohibited.  those who escaped often obtained help and protection from free Blacks, Whites, 
native Americans -- and other slaves -- who acted as conductors and provided food and shelter along the way. 

in may of 1999, the  AAcHm  decided that based upon certain archival evidence, there existed a detailed history of 
underground railroad Activity in Washtenaw county.  the AAcHm then commissioned and participated in a project 
to complete research and documentation for an underground railroad tour.  32 historical sites in the county area 
were identified using state birth records, plat maps, and census records. in partnership with Arts of citizenship we 
conducted groundbreaking research on the underground railroad and on antislavery activism and African American 
community life in nineteenth-century Ann Arbor and ypsilanti.

the result of this work led to the creation of  an extraordinary journey on the 4th route of the underground railroad 
through Ann Arbor and ypsilanti. see over 32 sites and buildings where anti-slavery supporters housed, fed, and 
guided enslaved men, women and children to freedom. the 3.5 hour tours are guided by museum board members 
and trained associates.

funding for the underground railroad Project came from the ford motor company, the Woodrow Wilson national 
fellowship foundation, the um undergraduate research opportunity Program, and the um Diversity and Democracy 
fund.

Museum Receives Ambassador Award
July 11   museum receives the Ambassador Award from the Ann Arbor convention and Visitor’s Bureau at the 14th 
annual  recognition Dinner. the award is given in recognition of significant contribution and support to the growth 
and development of the hospitality, travel and tourism industry in Ann Arbor and Washtenaw county. the museum 
also received a special tribute from the state of michigan which reads as follows 

 “ since 1993, Washtenaw county has been enriched by the African American 
 cultural and Historical museum through its community education, its research 
 projects and its unprecedented tour of the underground railroad covering 32 sites 
 in Ann Arbor and ypsilanti. the community’s cultural history is far stronger for the   
 museum’s persistent championship of African American heritage.”     
 2002 Recognition Dinner, Ann Arbor

Evening of Dinner & Jazz
December 8   “Dinner & Jazz” the sixth annual building fundraiser held at the Bird of Paradise 
Jazz club on main street, featuring the ron Brooks Quartet with vocalist Betty Joplin. 
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“A Different Image”  Film Series
September - December   this 21 film series about the African American experience was a collaborative 
effort with the museum, the michigan theater and um center for Afro-American and African studies.   

September 9  “Bronze Venus” starring lena Horne. A screening and reception to launch the film series 
“A Different image” was held with all proceeds from ticket sales benefitting the museum. 
Michigan Theater, Ann Arbor

“Midnight Journey” AACHM Major Traveling Exhibit 
“midnight Journey on the underground railroad”  this major and impactive exhibit debuted in february 2001
 in conjunction with the Ann Arbor Wild swan children’s theater production of “Along the tracks,” a dramatization 
of slave escape by Jeff chastang. “midnight Journey”  allows visitors to touch the cotton and tobacco plants, feel the 
weight of a heavy iron kettle as well as the weight and pain of shackles. it also includes maps, period photographic 
canvas panels that tell the story of a people’s flight and fight for freedom.
the exhibit has traveled to:
 • rentschler farm museum in saline (fall 2001)
 • Ann Arbor District library, with a series 
  of related events (november 2001)
 • matthaei Botanical Gardens (winter 2002)
 •  schools in Ann Arbor (spring 2002)
 •  uncle tom’s cabin Historic site in 
  ontario, canada, (summer 2002)
 • schools in ypsilanti and Ann Arbor (2003-04)
 •  Port Huron museum of Arts and History, 
  Port Huron, michigan (summer 2003)
 •  Alfred P. sloan museum, flint, michigan, 2003 
 •  ypsilanti District library (fall 2003)
 •  the franklin michigan, Historical museum
  (spring 2004)
  Jackson, michigan (summer 2004)

An Evening of 

Dinner & Jazz
December 4    the fifth annual building 
fundraiser held at the Bird of Paradise  Jazz club 
on main street, featuring the ron Brooks Quartet 
with vocalist Betty Joplin.  

2001 AAcHm timeline  Programs • collaborations • exhibits



PAGE 46      •      AfricAn AmericAn culturAl & HistoricAl museum of WAsHtenAW county TIMELINE     •     1993 – 2014

Ann Arbor News, November 2001



1993 – 2014     •    AfricAn AmericAn culturAl & HistoricAl museum of WAsHtenAW county TIMELINE     •      PAGE 47    

University of Michigan Research Partnership
“Journey to Freedom” underground railroad history Project. the museum and Arts of citizenship 
continue the research on the underground railroad, antislavery activism and African American community life 
in nineteenth-century in Ann Arbor and ypsilanti.  

Historical Heritage Sites Tour
April 9    Historical Heritage site reception and tour was held in collaboration with the university of michigan 
Arts of citizenship Program to make the past come alive by experiencing over 15 sites of historical significance 
to the African American community in Ann Arbor, ypsilanti and Washtenaw county. Guests took brief bus tours 
around the ypsilanti locations. 

Wynton Marsalis and the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra 
April 22   Wynton marsalis and the lincoln center Jazz orchestra concert was a collaboration with the 
university musical society. Proceeds from our ticket sales went to the Building fund and guests enjoyed 
a pre-glow reception as well as swing dancing on the black & white dance floor at Eastern Michigan University’s 
Convocation Center, Ypsilanti

An Evening of Dinner & Jazz
December 3   “Cuban Jazz Paradise”  the fourth annual building fundraiser held at the Bird of Paradise 
Jazz club on main street, featuring the ron Brooks Quartet with vocalist Betty Joplin.  this event is a way to
let our members and donors we appreciate their support. it is as much a friend-raiser as a fund-raiser.
 the date was changed to the first week in December. this is also the first time in the new location of the
Bird of Paradise on main street.
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Museum Site Development 
the Board strengthened the commitment to finding a site for the museum. the site committee began to look for
a location with room for an administrative office, exhibits and displays and space for meetings and programs.

University of Michigan Research Collaboration
The underground railroad Project  the museum was exploring researching the underground railroad and 
Dr. David scobey, Director of the university of michigan Arts of citizenship Program, had some students who were 
interested in a community-partnership effort on the same topic. on may 27  ground breaking research began on
nineteenth-century antislavery activism and African American community life in the area. staff, students, and 
community volunteers will assemble a traveling exhibit, “midnight Journey,” about local underground railroad 
stations

Gullah Exhibit
“Gullah history, Traditions and Culture”  An exhibit highlighting the history of Gullah culture including 
10 traditional sweetgrass baskets during the month of April at the library. Downtown  Ann Arbor

Gullah Festival” 
May 7 & 8   A community-wide festival to celebrate the unique and rich Gullah culture of south carolina. Activities 
included an opening reception at the Ann Arbor library, presentations at the Ann Arbor and ypsilanti schools, a semi-
nar at the university of michigan. Workshops were held on may 8th at the Ann Arbor civic center followed by a Gullah 
dinner and gala performance featuring Biza sompa and the Bichi Bia congo African dancers and drummers, our own 
thing chorale directed by Willis Patterson and Anita singleton Prather, south carolina storyteller.

A Jazz Age in Paris
october 24   the third annual fundraiser 
was held at the Bird of Paradise Jazz club, 
featuring the ron Brooks Quartet with 
vocalist Betty Joplin.  

the 3rd annual fundraiser was held in
 conjunction with “Jazz Age in Paris”  
an exhibit at the library from 
october 15-November 29.   
Ann Arbor Public Library, Ann Arbor

Book Club Meetings
museum Book club meets monthly at
Barnes & noble, Bookstore, Ann Arbor.
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March 28
Genealogical Workshop for Beginners  introduced families to the exciting discovery of their roots and family origins 
in a 2-hour session. Bethel AME Church, Ann Arbor.

April
$10,000 Grant from the Mosaic Foundation. the foundation had been following the museum and has been a
contributor since the beginning of our organization.  the museum received a $10,000 challenge grant which we had 
to match to receive and started the museum development fund. the match was donated by AAcHm Board members

May 
“Women’s history Exhibit”  collaborative effort with the library to showcase the contributions women of all colors 
have made to Washtenaw county, michigan.     Ann Arbor Public Library, Ann Arbor

May 16
Genealogical Workshop for Beginners  introduced families to the exciting discovery of their roots and family origins 
in a 2-hour session. Community Church of God, Ypsilanti

October 25
“An Excursion into the Life of Ida B. Wells”  presented by her grand-daughter Alfreda m. Duster-ferrell. ida B. Wells 
was a newspaper writer with a long career of fighting for legal, educational, social and political justice. she was one of 
the 40 founders of the nAAcP.    Community Church of God, Ypsilanti

November 1
“A Caribbean Night in Paradise”  the second annual building fundraiser held at the Bird of Paradise, featuring the 
ron Brooks Quartet with vocalist Betty Joplin. Bird of Paradise Jazz Club, Ann Arbor

November 18-21
“A huey P. Newton Story” this stage presentation is a collaboration with the museum and the university musical 
society.  U-M Trueblood Theatre, Ann Arbor

Monthly
museum Bookclub meets monthly at Barnes & Noble, Bookstore, Ann Arbor.
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March 16
“harlem Swings”  A film of classic jazz performances by cab calloway, nat King cole, lionel Hampton and sarah 
Vaughn. the film was introduced by legendary jazz great and club owner, bassist ron Brooks.  Bird of Paradise Jazz 
Club, Ann Arbor

October 26
“Ellington in Paradise” the first annual building fundraiser held at the Bird of Paradise. ron Brooks, George Davidson, 
Jim lee and Vincent york performed after dinner.  Bird of Paradise Jazz Club, Ann Arbor

October 30
“New Eyes for Ancient Gods: yoruba orisa in Contemporary Art” opening reception for a collaborative exhibit 
featuring over 25 works of art by 10 contemporary African American artists, curated by earl Jackson and Bamidele 
Demerson. the exhibit runs october 20-December 19.     Washtenaw community college, ypsilanti

Monthly
museum Bookclub meets monthly at Barnes & noble, Bookstore, Ann Arbor.
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January 10
Granted non-profit (501 (c) (3) tax-exempt status

May 19
“Common Threads: Patches, Paints and Palettes”  these are the ties that bind our artistic, historic and cultural 
experiences. this site fundraiser featured 3 artists: painter earl Jackson, doll maker carolyn Walton and quilter Karen 
simpson. music was provided by motif of Detroit and author Beverly Jenkins 
delivered the keynote address.     Home Builders Association of 
Washtenaw County, Ann Arbor

September
leased office space at new center Building. the museum 
established a physical office with access to conference rooms 
and meeting space. the board meetings are held in 
conference room c. 1100 n. main st, Ann Arbor.

December 17
“Against the odds: The Artists of the harlem renaissance”  
A film exploring the lives of visual artists who made the Harlem 
renaissance one of the 20th century’s richest artistic moments. 
Archival footage, newsreels, and photographs recall the influential
force of exhibitions, Harlem’s vibrancy in the roaring twenties, 
and significant personalities such as William e. Harmon, W. e. B. Du Bois, 
and Alain locke. Discussion followed.  Ann Arbor Public Library, Ann Arbor

“A Stronger Soul Within a Finer Frame”  Portraying African Americans during the Harlem renaissance. the museum 
served as docents for the exhibit of rare and original books, posters and art. Ann Arbor Public Library, Ann Arbor

December 18-21
the university musical society (ums) presents The harlem Nutcracker at the Power center for the Performing Arts. 
choreographed by Detroit native Donald Byrd and featuring Duke ellington’s arrangement of the famous tchaikovsky 
score. the museum mounted a collection of period photographs of Ann Arbor and Detroit during the Harlem renais-
sance. Another Ann Arbor coordinated five youth choirs to sing traditional African American carols during intermis-
sion. The Power Center, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

December
museum Bookclub was formed and meets monthly at Bethel AME Church, Ann Arbor.
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January 31 - February 27
“African American Life, history and Literature: Books for young readers”  Black History month exhibit at the 
ypsilanti District library featuring a selection of volumes and artifacts from the private collections of museum board 
members. ypsilanti District library, ypsilanti

 

June 22
“Who killed Johnny Maze?”  mosaic youth theater of Detroit presented a high voltage mystery thriller written and 
performed by students that asks tough questions about the choices facing young people today. Performance net-
work, Ann Arbor.

August 19
“Craft Traditions from Africa to America” ypsilanti Heritage festival display featuring  weaving of baskets and Kente 
cloth. Depot town, ypsilanti

November 19
“Million Man March Community Forum” the mission, the message, the movement. Visual presentation by earl 
Jackson, Panel Discussion with Joseph Dulin, Principal, roberto clemente High; Harry J. Williams, President, Ann Arbor 
Branch of the nAAcP; ray mullins, President, ypsilanti-Willow run nAAcP; ronald Woods, Director, African American 
studies, eastern michigan university , Washtenaw community college, ypsilanti
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April 2
official site search launched for a home for the museum

April 16
“Sweet Tradition”  An evening with the renowned African 
American basket weaver:  mary Jackson of south carolina. ms. 
Jackson is recognized as the most accomplished member of a 
dwindling group of artisans whose work is a symbol of south 
carolina’s African American heritage.   Held at Bethel Ame 
church, Ann Arbor.

August 19
ypsilanti Heritage festival display featuring Brown chapel Ame 
church. Brown chapel is the second oldest Ame church in the 
state of michigan. one church member was George mccoy, 
father of elijah mccoy. elijah was famous for many inventions, 
including machinery lubrication devices and is the man behind 
the phrase “the real mccoy”  Depot town, ypsilanti

October 23
“Spotlight on youth: Continuing the Tradition”
teens in the performing arts featuring dance, drama and 
music with commentary by elise Bryant.  Washtenaw 
community college, ypsilanti
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February 6
Dr. margaret Burroughs, founder of the Dusable museum in chicago, spoke at the Delta Psi omega chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha sorority on founders’ Day in 1993 “celebrating African identity through the Arts””. she challenged the 
community of Ann Arbor and ypsilanti to start an African American museum in Washtenaw county. 

March 13
the first organizational meeting was held in Ann Arbor at Weatherstone clubhouse in Ann Arbor and the challenge 
issued by margaret Burroughs was shared with the greater community.

July 19

Board of Directors officers were selected.

September 17
received papers of incorporation.

October 10
“A Look at Local Black history & Culture” with local historians A.P. marshall & coleman Jewett. exhibits by 
artists: earl Jackson, Jon lockard; Photographer, John matlock;  Author, marva Allen; and music by the 
morris lawrence Quartet.   Washtenaw Community College, Ypsilanti

November 21
“history of the African American Church in Washtenaw County” with rev. levon yuille, Bible church, ypsilanti 
and Professor Willis Patterson, university of michigan school of music. featured traditions of African American mu-
sic and the Brown chapel youth choir. exhibit: Photographic display of early churches and ministers. Brown chapel 
celebrates 150 years of service to the community in 1993. Brown chapel church, ypsilanti
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Margaret Burroughs is an artist, educator, museum founder and director, writer, political activist, 
and family woman. Born in St. Rose Parish, Louisiana in 1917, she moved to Chicago with her 
family before her fifth birthday and has lived here ever since. She graduated from Chicago Normal 
College (now Chicago State U.) and earned both  a B.F.A. and M.F.A. from the School of !he Art 
Institute of Chicago. Postgraduate work followed at Columbia University and both Lewis University 
and the School of the Art Institute awarded honorable Ph.D. degrees.

As an art and English educator, Burroughs taught for 23 years at DuSable High School and 10 years 
at Kennedy-King College as a Professor of Humanities. A cultural leader in the community since 
her early twenties, she was a founder of the South Side Community Art Center in 1939, the National 
Conference of Negro Artists in Atlanta in 1959, and the DuSable Museum of African-American 
History in 1961. As a museum director, she studied at the Field Museum and made numerous trips 
to Africa to enhance her knowledge and the museum’s collection. 

She is also known for her writing, which, in itself, is remarkably varied. Her works include 
children’s books, poetry, and essays. Burroughs has received many awards from the black community 
for her work and her knowledge has gained her a position on national and local boards and panels. 
Her political activism is chronicled in the 450-page FBI file she obtained through the Freedom of 
Information Act. In 1980, President Jimmy Carter cited her as one of twelve Outstanding Black Art-
ists and also appointed her to the National Committee on Black History and Culture. 

Somehow she has managed to have a rich career as an artist, as well. A painter, printmaker, and 
sculptor, her work has been shown throughout the United States, but also internationally - - Mexico, 
Poland, Germany, and the U.S.S.R. She has been included in several museum exhibitions over the 
last 20 years: the High Museum, Atlanta; the Studio Museum, Harlem, NYC; the Corcoran Gallery, 
Washington, D.C.; the Los Angeles Afro-American Museum, the Los Angeles County Museum, and 
the Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago. Her work can be found in the permanent collections 
of several universities (including Atlanta, Howard, and Alabama A. and M.l, George Washington 
Carver Museum, and private collectors. 

There is a lot more that can be said about the active life of Margaret Burroughs. When the Chicago 
Black United Communities ranked her among the top ten leaders the black community would support 
as a mayoral candidate in 1983, she respectfully declined by responding, “I’m deeply honored, but 
I’m happy doing what I’m doing. I’ll serve this way.” And so she has, a gifted and giving citizen of 
the city, the nation, and the world. 

Who is Margaret  Burroughs?
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Underground Railroad Research & Tour
The University of Michigan, Arts of Citizenship program, in partnership with the African American 
Cultural and Historical Museum of Washtenaw County, conducted ground breaking research on 
the Underground Railroad and on antislavery activism and African American community life in 
nineteenth-century Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti. Facets of this project include:

1.  Historical research by AACHM and by University of Michigan undergraduate and graduate 
  students using primary documents in UM’s Bentley Historical Library, local township archives,   
  and other archival repositories around the American midwest and in Ontario, Canada. 
2.  Creation of a database of census and other materials, in consultation with researchers around   
  the country, especially in conjunction with the White House National Freedom Trails Initiative 
  (in preparation for a website). 
3.  Presentations at UM’s Matthaei Botanical Gardens’ Out of Africa Month programming on 
  how fugitive slaves used their knowledge of nature to aid escape. 
4.  Research projects with local high school students.

5.  Traveling public exhibit, Midnight Journey, on the Underground Railroad. This exhibit debuted in   
  February 2001 in conjunction with the Ann Arbor Wild Swan Children’s Theater production of 
    “Along the Tracks,” a dramatization of slave escape by Jeff Chastang.
    “Midnight Journey” has since been displayed at 
	 	 	 •	Rentschler	Farm	Museum	in	Saline	(fall	2001)
	 	 	 •	Ann	Arbor	District	Library,	with	a	series	of	related	events	(November	2001)
	 	 	 •	Matthaei	Botanical	Gardens	(winter	2002)
	 	 	 •	Schools	in	Ann	Arbor	(spring	2002)
	 	 	 •	Uncle	Tom’s	Cabin	Historic	Site	in	Ontario,	Canada,	(summer	2002)
	 	 	 •	Schools	in	Ypsilanti	and	Ann	Arbor	(2003	and	2004)
	 	 	 •	Port	Huron	Museum	of	Arts	and	History,	in	Port	Huron,	Michigan	(summer	2003)
	 	 	 •	Alfred	P.	Sloan	Museum	in	Flint,	Michigan	(fall	2003)
	 	 	 •	Ypsilanti	District	Library	(fall	2003)
	 	 	 •	The	Franklin,	Michigan,	Historical	Museum	(spring	2004)
	 	 	 •	Jackson,	Michigan	(summer	2004)

6.  Educational materials to accompany “Along the Tracks Part 2.” For this Underground 
   Railroad play about an African Canadian family (sequel to “Along the Tracks” from 2001), 
   Arts of Citizenship will be producing study guides for the performances by Wild Swan 
   Theater of Ann Arbor, for a February/March 2005 debut.

Funding for the Underground Railroad Project has come from the Ford Motor Company, the 
Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation, the UM Undergraduate Research Opportunity 
Program,	and	the	UM	Diversity	and	Democracy	Fund.


